
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                2009 Session Wrap-Up 
 
 
 

Little Celebration as ‘09 Session Grinds to a Close! 
 
After failing to complete their constitutionally required task by the 60-day deadline, the legislature was forced to extend 
for one week, to May 8.  Having reached a compromise on the $65 million state budget, at this writing, legislators are 
preparing to vote it out and go home.  The 2009 legislative session might be best remembered not  
for what lawmakers did, but for what they went through.  The Speaker of the House was indicted on a political scandal 
that condemned the budget process, the most severe recession in decades forced lawmakers into the unpopular 
position of having to fill the $6+ billion revenue shortfall, and the art of compromise between the two chambers was 
poor, at best.  With a few exceptions, given the state of our economy, itÕs what the legislature didnÕt pass this year that 
turned out to be the real win for FloridaÕs forest industry. 
 
Legislation That Passed 
 
Presumption of Correctness Ð HB 521 by Rep. Lopez-Cantera 
This removes the presumption of correctness enjoyed by the property appraiser, when a landowner challenges the 
denial of an exemption or assessment classification.  If the assessed value is challenged, the appraisers presumption 
of correctness is overcome, if the initiating party can prove, by a preponderance of the evidence that certain criteria 
were not met.  
 
Conservation Property / Amendment 4 Ð HB 7157 by Rep. Bogdanoff 
This bill implements the newly adopted Constitutional Amendment #4, granting an ad valorem tax exemption for 
property enrolled in a perpetual conservation easement.  Provides a total exemption from ad valorem tax on new 
perpetual easements; provides a 50% tax exemption if property is used for commercial purposes allowed under the 
easement; if under 40 acres, the property must be designated as fulfilling a state conservation policy by the Acquisition 
and Restoration Council to qualify; directs the state to reimburse fiscally constrained counties for loss in ad valorem tax 
revenues. 
 
Liability Protection / WMD Easements Ð SB 1078 by Sen. Baker  
This bill extends liability protection to a private landowner who grants an access easement to recreational lands owned 
by a Water Management District. 
 
Budget Issues 

DOF     Agency Request Final Compromise 
Firefighting Equipment   $6 M (GR)  $0 
Helicopter Refurbishment  $800,000  $0 
FTEÕs          23 positions cut (Land Mgt.) 

 
UF/IFAS 
While any cut is difficult, the UF/IFAS received a funding cut that is in proportion to the cuts received by the 
rest of the university system.  Details on the percentage of this reduction will be forthcoming. 

 
Fee Increases 
Auto/truck tag registration fee Ð Increased by 35-percent 
Auto/truck title fee Ð Increased by 200-percent 
Driver License fee Ð Increased by up to 150-percent 

 
 
 
 

 



Legislation That Failed To Pass 
 
Truck Weight Tolerance Ð Legislation was filed by the Association to grant a 10-percent weight tolerance to all trucks 
in all weight classes, on non-interstate highways.  This language was incorporated into the DOT package and 
subsequently got caught up in a power struggle between the House and Senate over an unrelated issue, the Sun Rail 
commuter train proposal. 
 
Overweight Truck Penalties Ð As part of the Governors recommended balanced budget, he encouraged the 
legislature to increase overweight fines, up to 50-cents per pound overweight.  Legislation was also filed to increase 
the penalties to 40 cents per pound overweight.  The Association strongly opposed these proposals. 
 
Truck Weight Memorial Ð Legislation was filed and opposed by the Association to urge Congress to freeze truck 
weights at their current level. 
 
Ag Industry Bill Ð Legislation was filed and supported by the Association, which included language making the Ag 
Lands Practices Act retroactive; and provided an exemption to Ag and forestry from local government stormwater 
permits, fees or assessments. 
 
Department of Agriculture Ð Legislation was filed and supported by the Association granting DOF the sole authority 
to issue burn authorizations; established a certified pile burner program; and contained numerous other issues related 
to the powers and duties of the department. 
 
Sales Tax Exemptions Ð Both House and Senate committees held numerous hearings reviewing all sales tax 
exemptions currently authorized in statute.  Ultimately none were eliminated that impacted Ag or forestry operations. 
 
Severance Tax on Timber Ð While no legislation was actually filed, recommendations were made to look at a 
severance tax on timber harvesting.  This took place while debating legislation to place a severance tax on bottled 
water. 
 
Public Land Management Ð Legislation was filed and supported by the Association, to conduct a study to determine 
the most efficient means to restructure the states land acquisition and management functions.  The bill also created a 
public-private land management pilot project. 
 
Florida Forever/Land Purchase Program Ð This land purchase program was reauthorized last year to dedicate 
$300m/year for a 10 year period, to purchase sensitive lands in the state.  This received no funding this year. 
 
Energy/Renewable Portfolio Standard Ð Legislation was filed to establish a clean energy renewable portfolio 
standard for electric utilities.  Required electric utilities to produce 20 percent of all energy from renewable sources by 
2021.  Also, created a carbon reduction charge (tax) of .01 cent per gallon on all fuel sold in the state. 
 
Springs Protection Ð Legislation was filed to designate all counties having a first magnitude spring as spring 
protection zones.   Required all agricultural operations in the 34 affected counties to implement applicable BMPÕs, 
including those for nutrient management, adopted by DACÕs to reduce nitrogen impacts to ground water. 
 
Private Property Rights Ð Legislation was filed and supported by the Association, to streamline the process of a 
private property owner to file a claim under the Bert Harris Private Property Rights Protection Act. 
 
Wetland Deliniat ion/Slash Pine & Gallberry Ð This legislation would have added slash pine and gallberry to the state 
list of facultative species to align the state and federal list of wetland indicator species. 
 
Arboriculture Ð Legislation was filed to create an arborist licensing program within the Department of Agriculture. 
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